
Service Date: December 15, 1995

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

* * * * *

IN THE MATTER OF The Application ) UTILITY DIVISION
of Ronan Telephone Company to Establish ) DOCKET NO. N-94-58
a Charge for local Directory Assistance.) ORDER NO. 5881

ORDER CLOSING DOCKET

On June 27, 1994 Ronan Telephone Company (RTC) filed to

introduce a directory assistance charge in its Ronan and Pablo

telephone exchanges.  RTC intended to contract for the provision of

411 service from a newly created affiliated firm called RTC

Answering.  Pursuant to the 1994 filing customers using local

directory assistance would be allowed three direct-dialed local

directory assistance calls per access line per month.  Each direct-

dialed call over the three-call limit was to be charged at the rate

of $0.40.  The proposed rate for operator-assisted calls was $0.75

and for calls from pay telephones $0.25.

On August 22, 1994 the Montana Public Service Commission

(Commission) approved RTC=s proposal to establish a tariff for the

provision of local directory assistance, subject to removal of the

existing contribution to directory assistance included in current

rates.  In a Notice of Commission Action, the Commission ordered

RTC to “reduce local rates on a uniform percentage basis in order

to remove the existing contribution to directory assistance service

which is embedded in those rates.”

NOTICE OF COMMISSION ACTION

RTC did not implement the directory assistance charges

approved in August of 1994 and did not file a motion for



reconsideration of the Commission decision.  In January, 1995,

Commission staff requested a written update of the status of this

matter and an estimate of when revised local service tariffs would

be filed.  RTC did not respond to this request.

On October 23, 1995 the Commission Chair notified RTC that the

Commission would consider this matter closed and RTC’s option to

implement a separate directory assistance charge would be rescinded

if RTC did not advise the Commission of its intentions within 20

days.  RTC responded with a new filing requesting that the

Commission close this docket and process the filing as a new

filing, with a new docket number.

The new filing requests approval to offer local directory

assistance for a lower rate than the original proposal ($0.25

rather than $0.40) and with no reduction in local service rates.

 Because the period for filing a motion for reconsideration of the

Commission decision in this docket has long-since passed, it is not

appropriate to process the new filing as part of this docket.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the conditional approval of

RTC’s proposal to establish a tariff for the provision of local

directory assistance, designated Docket No. N-94-58, is hereby

rescinded and this docket is closed.  IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that

all data requests, data responses and correspondence from Docket

No. N-94-58 are to be incorporated in the new docket established to

consider RTC’s new directory assistance filing.

DONE AND DATED this 12th day of December, 1995 by a vote of 5-

0.
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BY ORDER OF THE MONTANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

________________________________________
NANCY MCCAFFREE, Chair

________________________________________
DAVE FISHER, Vice Chair

________________________________________
BOB ANDERSON, Commissioner

________________________________________
DANNY OBERG, Commissioner

________________________________________
BOB ROWE, Commissioner

ATTEST: 

Kathlene M. Anderson
Commission Secretary

(SEAL)

NOTE: Any interested party may request the Commission to
reconsider this decision.  A motion to reconsider must be
filed within ten (10) days.  See ARM 38.2.4806.


